WHEN YOUR WORLD TURNSAGAINST YOU

Get up, we must go. Here comes the man who hasdagainst me*The words were spoken to Judas.
But they could have been spoken to anyone. Thelgd d@mye been spoken to John, to Peter, to James, to
Thomas, to Andrew, to Nathanael. They could hawnlspoken to the Roman soldiers, to the Jewisletsad
They could have been spoken to Pilate, to Hero@atiaphas. They could have been spoken to evespiper
who praised him last Sunday but abandoned him lhbnig

Everyone turned against Jesus that night. Everyone.

Judas did. What was your motive Judas? Why diddgit? Did you want the money? Were you seeking
some attention? And why, dear Judas, why did iehawe a kiss? You could have pointed. You coakkh
just called his name. But you put your lips todheek and kissed.

The people did. The crowd turned on Jesus. Matfbstrxsays they were people. Regular folks like sod
me with bills to pay and kids to raise and jobsldo Individually they never would have turned osu¥e but
collectively they wanted to kill him.

The disciples did. “All of Jesus’ followers leftrhiand ran away?Jesus told them they would scamper.
They vowed they wouldn’t. But they did. When th@iclke came between their skin and their friend ttieyse
to run.

The religious leaders did. Not surprising. Theytéeespiritual leaders of the nation. Role modeidlie
children. The pastors and Bible teachers of thensonity. “The leading priests and the whole Jewsbneil
tried to find something false against Jesus so toeyd kill him.”

Everyone turned against Jesus.

Though the kiss was planted by Judas, the betreggalcommitted by all. Every person took a step,nout
one took a stand. As Jesus left the garden he diallome. The world had turned against him. He vedsaled.

Betrayal ... when your world turns against you.

When betrayal comes, what do you do? Get out? @giya Get even? You have to deal with it some way.
Let's see how Jesus dealt with it.

Begin by noticing how Jesus saw Judas. “Jesus aedwé&riend, do what you came to d§.”

Of all the names | would have chosen for Juda®uld/not have been “friend.” What Judas did to desu
was grossly unfair. He had known what Judas woaldodt he treated the betrayer as if he were faithf

Jesus knew Judas had been seduced by a powerfiidogas aware of the wiles of Satan’s whispers (he
had just heard them himself). He knew how hardais ¥or Judas to do what was right.

He didn't justify what Judas did. He didn’t minineizhe deed. Nor did he release Judas from his ehBiat
he did look eye to eye with his betrayer and trynderstand.

As long as you hate your enemy, a jail door isedband a prisoner is taken. But when you try to
understand and release your foe from your hathesh the prisoner is released and that prisoneyus y

Perhaps you don't like that idea. Perhaps the thiboigforgiveness is unrealistic. Perhaps the afetaying
to understand the Judases in our world is simglygt@acious.

My response to you then is a question. What dosymgest? Will harboring the anger solve the proBlem
Will getting even remove the hurt? Does hatredrdogood? Again, I'm not minimizing your hurt or jifging
their actions. But | am saying that justice wordtre this side of eternity. And demanding that yengmy get
his or her share of pain will, in the process, lmsnpainful to you.
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